
 

Easter Vigil Sunrise Service 
 

Dear friends in Christ, at this most holy time, when our Lord Jesus Christ passed from death to 

life, the Church invites its children throughout the world to come together in vigil and prayer. 

This is the Passover of the Lord. We remember Jesus’ death and resurrection by hearing the 

word of God and celebrating the sacred mysteries; we are confident that we shall share the 

victory over death and live with Jesus forever in God. 

 

Let us pray. Creator, we share in the light of your glory through your Son, the light of the world. 

Sanctify this new fire, and inflame us with new hope. Purify our minds by this Easter celebration 

and bring us one day to the feast of eternal light. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Exultet 

 

Dear friends in Christ, let us now listen attentively to the word of God, recalling the salvation of 

God’s people throughout history and in the fullness of time, the sending of God’s own Son to be 

our Redeemer. 

 



Genesis 1:1-2:4a 
In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a formless void 
and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 
waters. Then God said, ‘Let there be light’; and there was light. And God saw that the light was 
good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and the 
darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.  And God 
said, ‘Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the 
waters.’ So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome from the 
waters that were above the dome. And it was so. God called the dome Sky. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the second day.  And God said, ‘Let the waters under the sky 
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.’ And it was so. God called the 
dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it 
was good. Then God said, ‘Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed, and fruit 
trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.’ And it was so. The earth brought 
forth vegetation: plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 
the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. And there was evening and there was morning, 
the third day.  And God said, ‘Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day 
from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days and years, and let them 
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth.’ And it was so. God made the two 
great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the 
stars. God set them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, to rule over the day and 
over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.  And God said, ‘Let the waters bring 
forth swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the 
sky.’ So God created the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 
with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God saw that it was 
good. God blessed them, saying, ‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let 
birds multiply on the earth.’ And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.  And 
God said, ‘Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: cattle and creeping things and 
wild animals of the earth of every kind.’ And it was so. God made the wild animals of the earth 
of every kind, and the cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 
kind. And God saw that it was good. 
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the 
earth.’  So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them.  God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply, 
and fill the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds 
of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.’ God said, ‘See, I have given 
you every plant yielding seed that is upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in 
its fruit; you shall have them for food. And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of the 
air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have 
given every green plant for food.’ And it was so. God saw everything that he had made, and 
indeed, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.  Thus 



the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their multitude. And on the seventh day God 
finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he 
had done. So God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from all 
the work that he had done in creation.  These are the generations of the heavens and the earth 
when they were created.  In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens. 

Listen for God’s Word. Our hearts are open. 

 
 

Psalm 136.1–9, 23–26 

 
Give thanks to the Lord who is good,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever. 
Give thanks to the God of gods,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever. 
Give thanks to the Lord of lords,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
who only does great wonders,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
who by divine wisdom made the heavens,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
who spread out the earth upon the waters,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
who created great lights,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
the sun to rule the day,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
the moon and the stars to govern the night,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
who remembered us in our low estate,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever. 
and delivered us from our enemies,  

for the mercy of God endures for ever; 
 



who gives food to all creatures,  
for the mercy of God endures for ever. 

Give thanks to the God of heaven,  
for the mercy of God endures for ever.  RR 

 
Exodus 14: 10-31, 15:20-21 

As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, ‘Was it because 
there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have 
you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, “Let us 
alone and let us serve the Egyptians”? For it would have been better for us to serve the 
Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.’ But Moses said to the people, ‘Do not be afraid, stand 
firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians 
whom you see today you shall never see again. The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to 
keep still.’  Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go 
forward. But you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the 
Israelites may go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so 
that they will go in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, 
his chariots, and his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I 
have gained glory for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.’ 
The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and 
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came 
between the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the 
darkness, and it lit up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites 
went into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their 
left. The Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, 
and chariot drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down 
upon the Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot 
wheels so that they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, ‘Let us flee from the Israelites, for 
the Lord is fighting for them against Egypt.’ 
Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.’ So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled 
before it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the 
chariots and the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the 
sea; not one of them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the 
waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. 
Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 
the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses.  Then the prophet Miriam, 
Aaron’s sister, took a tambourine in her hand; and all the women went out after her with 



tambourines and with dancing. And Miriam sang to them: ‘Sing to the Lord, for he has 
triumphed gloriously; horse and rider he has thrown into the sea.’ 

Listen for God’s Word. Our hearts are open. 

 

Canticle 1 (Exodus 15.1b–13, 17–18) 

 

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 

‘I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 

   horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 

The Lord is my strength and my might, 

   and he has become my salvation; 

this is my God, and I will praise him, 

   my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 

The Lord is a warrior; 

   the Lord is his name. 

 

‘Pharaoh’s chariots and his army he cast into the sea; 

   his picked officers were sunk in the Red Sea. 

The floods covered them; 

   they went down into the depths like a stone. 

Your right hand, O Lord, glorious in power— 

   your right hand, O Lord, shattered the enemy. 

In the greatness of your majesty you overthrew your adversaries; 

   you sent out your fury, it consumed them like stubble. 

At the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up, 

   the floods stood up in a heap; 

   the deeps congealed in the heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, “I will pursue, I will overtake, 

   I will divide the spoil, my desire shall have its fill of them. 

   I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them.” 

You blew with your wind, the sea covered them; 

   they sank like lead in the mighty waters. 

 



‘Who is like you, O Lord, among the gods? 

   Who is like you, majestic in holiness, 

   awesome in splendour, doing wonders? 

You stretched out your right hand, 

   the earth swallowed them.   

 

‘In your steadfast love you led the people whom you redeemed; 

   you guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 

You brought them in and planted them on the mountain of your own possession, 

   the place, O Lord, that you made your abode, 

   the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hands have established. 

The Lord will reign for ever and ever.’ RR  

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set 

me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round them; there were 

very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones 

live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I 

will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 

come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 

know that I am the Lord.’  So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 

suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 

and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 

but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 

mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, 

and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our bones 

are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to 

them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am 

the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put 

my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 

know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’ 

Listen for God’s Word. Our hearts are open. 

 

 

 

 

 



Psalm 143 

 

Lord, hear my prayer, and in your faithfulness heed my supplications;  

answer me in your righteousness. 

Enter not into judgement with your servant,  

for in your sight shall no one living be justified. 

For my enemies have sought my life; they have crushed me to the ground;  

they have made me live in dark places like those who are long dead. 

My spirit faints within me;  

my heart within me is desolate. 

I remember the time past; I muse upon all your deeds;  

I consider the works of your hands. 

I spread out my hands to you;  

my soul gasps to you like a thirsty land. 

O Lord, make haste to answer me; my spirit fails me; do not hide your face from me  

or I shall be like those who go down to the Pit. 

Let me hear of your loving-kindness in the morning, for I put my trust in you; 

show me the road that I must walk, for I lift up my soul to you. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O Lord,  

for I flee to you for refuge. 

Teach me to do what pleases you, for you are my God;  

let your good Spirit lead me on level ground. 

Revive me, O Lord, for your name’s sake;  

for your righteousness’ sake, bring me out of trouble. 

Of your goodness, destroy my enemies and bring all my foes to naught,  

for truly I am your servant.  RR 

 

Romans 6:3-11 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 

death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 

was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

 



For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 

resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 

from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know 

that Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over 

him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you 

also must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

Listen for God’s Word. Our hearts are open. 

 

Psalm 114 

 

Hallelujah! 

When Israel came out of Egypt,  

the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

Judah became the sanctuary of the Lord  

and Israel the dominion of God. 

The sea beheld it and fled;  

Jordan turned and went back. 

The mountains skipped like rams,  

and the little hills like young sheep. 

What ailed you, O sea, that you fled?  

O Jordan, that you turned back? 

You mountains, that you skipped like rams?  

You little hills like young sheep? 

Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,  

at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

who turned the hard rock into a pool of water  

and flint-stone into a flowing spring.  RR 

 

 



Mark 16:1-8 

When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James, and Salome 

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint him. And very early on the first day of the 

week, when the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. They had been saying to one another, 

‘Who will roll away the stone for us from the entrance to the tomb?’ When they looked up, 

they saw that the stone, which was very large, had already been rolled back. As they entered 

the tomb, they saw a young man, dressed in a white robe, sitting on the right side; and they 

were alarmed. But he said to them, ‘Do not be alarmed; you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, 

who was crucified. He has been raised; he is not here. Look, there is the place they laid him. But 

go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him, 

just as he told you.’ So they went out and fled from the tomb, for terror and amazement had 

seized them; and they said nothing to anyone, for they were afraid. 

Listen for God’s Word. Our hearts are open. 

 

Psalm 118: 14-24 

The Lord is my strength and my song,  

and has become my salvation. 

There is a sound of exultation and victory  

in the tents of the righteous: 

”The mighty hand of the Lord has triumphed!  

the mighty hand of the Lord is exalted!  the mighty hand of the Lord has triumphed!” 

I shall not die, but live,  

and declare the works of the Lord. 

The Lord has punished me sorely,  

but did not hand me over to death. 

Open for me the gates of righteousness;  

I will enter them; I will offer thanks to the Lord. 

”This is the gate of the Lord;  

those who are righteous may enter.” 

I will give thanks to the Lord who answered me  

and has become my salvation. 

The same stone which the builders rejected  

has become the chief cornerstone. 



This is the Lord’s doing,  

and it is marvellous in our eyes. 

On this day the Lord has acted;  

we will rejoice and be glad in it.  RR 

 

Let us pray. Eternal Giver of life and light, this holy time shines with the radiance of the risen 

Christ. Renew your Church with the Spirit given to us in baptism, that we may worship you in 

sincerity and truth, and shine as a light in the world; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

His Battle Ended There   CP 213 

 

His battle ended there, death was over-come. 

Jesus, alive again, wore the victor’s crown. 

Clearly sin had failed, goodness had prevailed, 

alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Dread powers of death and sin had him in their hold. 

When Jesus rose again all their plans were foiled. 

Jesus lived again, triumphed over sin, 

alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Dead in the grave he lay, mourned by every friend. 

Those dark and fearful days then did reach their end. 

God raised him to life, victor in the strife, 

alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia. 

 

He burst the chains of sin, opened death’s dark jail. 

God filled him with new life, life that could not fail. 

Right before their eyes Jesus did arise, 

alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Lord, by the pains you bore in your darkest hour, 

free us from fear of death, and from all sin’s power. 

May we with you live, to you ourselves give, 

alleluia, alleluia; alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. 



Over water the Holy Spirit moved in the beginning of creation. Through water you led the 

children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into the land of promise. In water your Son 

Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy Spirit as the Messiah, the 

Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of sin into 

everlasting life. 

We thank you, Father, for the water of baptism.  

In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we share in his resurrection. Through it we 

are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience to your Son, we celebrate our 

fellowship in him in faith. 

We pray that all who have passed through the water of baptism may continue for ever in the 

risen life of Jesus Christ our Saviour. 

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honour and glory, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

Dear friends, through the paschal mystery we have been buried with Christ in baptism, so that 

we may rise with him to a new life. Now that our Lenten observance is ended, let us renew the 

promises we made in baptism, when we rejected Satan and all his works, and promised to serve 

God faithfully in his holy catholic Church. 

 

Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? I do.  

Do you believe in God the Father?  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy 

Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 

was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He ascended into 

heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 

and the dead.  

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 

of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

 

Will you continue in the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in the 

prayers?  

I will, with God’s help.  

Will you persevere in resisting evil and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return to the 

Lord?  

I will, with God’s help. 

Will you proclaim by word and example the good news of God in Christ?  

I will, with God’s help.  

Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbour as yourself?  

I will, with God’s help.  



Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human 

being?  

I will, with God’s help.  

Will you strive to safeguard the integrity of God’s creation,  

and respect, sustain and renew the life of the Earth?  

I will, with God’s help. 

 

God the creator, the rock of our salvation, has given us new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, 

and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

May God keep us faithful to our calling, now and forever. Amen. 

 

In joy and hope let us pray to the source of all life, saying, “Hear us, Lord of glory!” 

 

That our risen Saviour may fill us with the joy of his holy and life-giving resurrection,  

let us pray to the Lord. Hear us, Lord of glory!  

That isolated and persecuted churches may find fresh strength in the Easter gospel,  

let us pray to the Lord. Hear us, Lord of glory!  

That God may grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love,  

let us pray to the Lord. Hear us, Lord of glory!  

That God may provide for those who lack food, work, or shelter,  

let us pray to the Lord. Hear us, Lord of glory!  

That by God’s power wars and famine may cease through all the earth,  

let us pray to the Lord. Hear us, Lord of glory!  

That God may reveal the light of his presence to the sick, the weak, and the dying,  

that they may be comforted and strengthened, let us pray to the Lord. Hear us, Lord of glory!  

That God may send the fire of the Holy Spirit upon his people,  

that we may bear faithful witness to his resurrection, let us pray to the Lord. Hear us, Lord of 

glory! 

 

Please give voice to your own intercessions, prayers, and thanksgivings. 

 

Creator of light, yours is the morning and yours is the evening. Let Christ, the Sun of 

righteousness, shine forever in our hearts and draw us to that light where you live in radiant 

glory. We ask this for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Trusting in the compassion of God and gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as 

our Saviour taught us,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on 

earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 

sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 

power, and the glory are yours, now and for ever. Amen. 



May God the Lover, who raised Christ Jesus from the dead, continually show us loving kindness. 

Amen.  

May God the Beloved, victor over sin and death, grant us a share in the joy of resurrection. 

Amen.  

May God who is Love, giver of light and peace, renew our hearts in love.  

Amen.  

May almighty God, Lover, Beloved and Love, continue to bless us.  

Amen. Alleluia! 


