
A Message as we start the Summer: 
 
Welcome to Boot Camp 2016 – training in living the faith! 
 

• First, we need to know who’s in charge, who to pay attention 
to. 

• Second, we need to know where we are going – what the goal 
is. 

• Third we need to know who we’re training and traveling with, 
and who is trying to get in the way. 

 
Then we can get down to the work, get down to the walk. 
 
Boot Camp or Pilgrimage, we know our leader and teacher is 
Jesus, and though we don’t see him we’ve been told over and over 
in the Gospel of John these past weeks (John 14-17) that we have 
helpers to point to him: 
 

• others who are on the journey with us; who have checked into 
the same training camp; 

• we have the lessons, directions, and road maps of those 
who’ve already been here, gathered handily together in the 
worship of our community: in Scripture, prayer, song and story; 

• We have the presence of Jesus in the Holy Spirit at work 
among us – able to negotiate detours, obstacles or 
challenges. 

 
Who’s in charge?  God is in charge.  God sent Jesus and the 
Gospels tell us his story and message.  We follow the way of 
Jesus. 
 



Who do we pay attention to:  Jesus/God sends the Holy Spirit, and 
the Spirit of Christ has been with her followers, with the Church 
(which has many churches) without fail – correcting, reforming and 
transforming whenever the system of bondage tries to fetter the 
liberty of love. 
 
We’re are we going?  We’re on the “Road to Glory” – called to 
faithful living today, to compassion and helping today, and to the 
Heavenly Banquet “tomorrow.”  We’re on a journey to our true 
Home. 
 
Who do we journey and work-out with?   We do not travel alone.  
We’re surrounded by travellers from times past and today; we have 
companions with us and ahead of us and behind us.   And there will 
be differences and challenges and sometimes we may need to 
check that we didn’t get detoured by something along the way. 
 
Our worship keeps us focused and fed, and our fellowship helps us 
in good times and bad – together we can keep an eye open for 
trouble, or for those in need.   So here we are, Glory-bound, training 
together and growing in God’s grace. 
 
 
 
 


