
 
 
You can prepare, but still it will come to you by surprise, crossing through your doorway, 
calling your name in greeting, turning like a child who quickens suddenly within you. It 
will astonish you how wide your heart will open in welcome for the joy that finds you so 
ready and still so unprepared. Jan Richardson, Circles of Grace 
 
Every year it seems that Christmas sneaks up on me. I'm getting better at anticipating 
the feast but it seems as though I'm on fast forward from November 15th to December 
24th. That's why I need Advent. 
 
Advent is a mindful practice that helps us all to slow down, focus on what is important, 
and make meaning for Christmas. It's so good to know that having that extra cup of 
tea, a time of prayer or quiet or being present to a friend, is really the point of Advent. If 
we are so busy, those moments of joy will just pass by unnoticed. And that's a real loss. 
 
Christmas, which is a 12 day feast beginning December 25th, (not just one day) is all 
about the joy of knowing that God is with us. Not just in the times of abundance and 
happiness and success but in the times of darkness, confusion and grief. A complicated 
joy. 
 
My short time here at St. Andrews has shown me a community that is kind, loving and 
caring. There are so many things that are being done 'behind the scenes' to support the 
life of this church. And, as I hear the stories of the life of St. Andrew's I know that the 
commitment to this parish is deep in the hearts of everyone. It's a joy for me to be here 
with you. 
 
We've enclosed an envelope for your Christmas offering. On behalf of Parish Council, 
we thank you for your support sustaining the work and presence of this church.  
 
May the Hope, Peace, Joy and Love at Christmas be with you and all you love. 
 
Rev'd Helen Tervo, 
Vicar, St. Andrew's Anglican Church, 
Langley  
 
 
20955 Old Yale Road, Langley, BC V3A 7P8, 604 534-6514, www.saintandrewslangley.ca, 
standrewslangley@shaw.ca 

I bring you good news of a great joy which will 
come to all the people; for to you is born this day 
a Saviour, Christ the Lord.  
                                    Luke 2:10-11 


