
 

Sunday, March 29, 2020 

Fifth Sunday in Lent 

BCP Service of the Word 
  
  
  
Let us pray. BCP p 622 
Lord, teach us to pray. 
Lord, keep our thoughts from wandering. 
Lord, cleanse our hearts that we may worship thee in spirit and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
  
Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;  
let the whole earth stand in awe of him.  Ps 96:9 
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,  
call ye upon him while he is near.  Isaiah 55:6 
  
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.  
O Heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned greatly against thee in 
thought, and word, and deed, and have done that which is wrong in thy sight. 
Forgive us our sins, and give us grace always to resist temptation and to do thy 
holy will; for Jesus Christ’s sake.  Amen. 
  
Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and peace; that we 
may be cleansed from all our Sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 
  
Lord, open thou our lips; And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us; O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end. Amen 
Praise ye the Lord; The Lord’s name be praised. 

 



 

 
 
1st Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord 
and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all round 
them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, 
‘Mortal, can these bones live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to 
me, ‘Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath* to enter you, and you shall 
live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 
skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’ 
 
So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a 
noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there 
were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but 
there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, 
mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O 
breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, 
a vast multitude. 
 
Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, “Our 
bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.” Therefore 
prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, 
and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of 
Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you 
up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and 
I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and 
will act, says the Lord.’ 
 

Here’s what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
  
Psalm 130 
 

1  OUT of the deep have I called unto thee, O 
    LORD; / Lord, hear my voice. 
2  O let thine ears consider well / the voice of 
    my complaint. 

 



 

3  If thou, LORD, wilt be extreme to mark what 
    is done amiss, / O Lord, who may abide it? 
4  But there is forgiveness with thee; / therefore 
    shalt thou be feared. 
5  I LOOK for the LORD; my soul doth wait for him: / in his word is my trust. 
6  My soul looketh for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning,  
    / yea, more than watchmen for the morning. 
7  O Israel, trust in the LORD, for with the LORD there is mercy,  
    / and with him is plenteous re- demption. 
8  And he shall redeem Israel / from all his sins. 
  
2nd Reading:  Romans 8:6-11 
 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 
For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to 
God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 
But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in 
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in 
you. 
 

Here’s what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
Thanks be to God! 
 
  
The Lord be with you. And with thy spirit. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  
Glory be to thee, O Lord. 
  
Gospel:  John 11:1-45 
 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with 
her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to 
death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

 



 

 
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?’ 
Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the 
day do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night 
stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to 
him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then 
Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so 
that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to 
his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with him.’ 
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother. When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to 
Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I 
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother 
will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in 
me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will 
never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’ 
 
When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she heard it, she got up 
quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling 
her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that 
she was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw 
him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother would 
not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have 
you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the 
Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’ 
 

 



 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has been dead for four days.’ 
Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of 
God?’ So they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for 
the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When 
he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came 
out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus 
said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 
Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
 
The Gospel of Christ.  
Praise be to thee, O Christ. 
  
  
Sermon 
  
Please join me in reciting the Apostles’ Creed. BCP p 624 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus 
Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the 
Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
Was crucified, dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose 
again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church;  
The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; 
The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen 
  
The Lord be with you;  
And with thy spirit. 
Let us pray. 
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
  
 

 



 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, 
Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. Amen 
 
Collect of the day 
  
Let us pray. 
God of all consolation,  
your Son comforted the grieving sisters, Martha and Mary,  
for your breath alone brings life to dry bones and weary souls.  
Pour out your Spirit upon us,  
so that we may face despair and death  
with the hope of the resurrection and faith in the One  
who called Lazarus forth from the grave.  Amen. 
 
O Lord God, who hast bidden light to shine out of darkness, and who hast again 
wakened us to praise thee for thy goodness and to ask for thy grace: Accept now the 
offering of our worship and thanksgiving, and grant unto us all such requests as may be 
acceptable to thy holy will. Make us to live as children of the light, and heirs of thy 
everlasting kingdom. Remember, O Lord, according to the multitude of thy mercies, thy 
whole Church, all who join with us in prayer, and all in our family, wherever they may 
be, who stand in need of thine aid. Pour down upon us all the riches of thy grace, so 
that, redeemed in soul and body, and steadfast in faith, we may ever praise thy 
wonderful and holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 729 
  

please name those who are in need of prayer 
  
Almighty God and heavenly Father, who hast in wisdom seen fit to withhold from us at 
this time thine accustomed bounty; We most humbly praise thee for still bestowing upon 
us far more than we deserve. Make us truly thankful for our many blessings; increase in 
us more and more a lively faith and love, and a humble submission to thy blessed will; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 619 
  
O Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray 
thee so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations 
of our daily life we may never forget thee, but remember that we are ever walking in thy 
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 731 

 



 

  
  

 
please remember to mail in or drop off your offering at the church 

or consider using the Pre-Authorized Debit system 
  
  
Let us pray. 
Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send down thy heavenly blessing upon 
thy Church in this Parish, that all its members may dwell together in unity and 
love. Keep far from us all self-will and discord. Endue thy Ministers with 
righteousness, and enable them faithfully to dispense thy holy Word and 
Sacraments, to bring again the outcasts, and to seek the lost. Grant that we may 
so receive their ministrations, and use thy means of grace, that in all our words 
and deeds we may seek thy glory and the advancement of thy kingdom; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 736 
  
O God, Most High and Holy, Three in One, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: We offer to 
thee this day Ourselves, our souls and bodies, To be a reasonable, holy, and living 
sacrifice unto thee; To whom be all praise and glory. Amen BCP p 729 
  
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen 

 


