"But as for what was sown on good
soil, this is the one who hears the
word and understands it"”

Matthew 13:23

Sunday, July 12, 2020
Sixth Sunday after
Pentecost
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BCP Service of the Word

Let us pray. BCP p 622

Lord, teach us to pray.

Lord, keep our thoughts from wandering.

Lord, cleanse our hearts that we may worship thee in spirit and in truth;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness;

let the whole earth stand in awe of him. Ps 96:9
Seek ye the Lord while he may be found,

call ye upon him while he is near. Isaiah 55:6

Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God.

O Heavenly Father, we confess that we have sinned greatly against thee in
thought, and word, and deed, and have done that which is wrong in thy sight.
Forgive us our sins, and give us grace always to resist temptation and to do thy
holy will; for Jesus Christ’s sake. Amen.
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Grant, we beseech thee, merciful Lord, to thy faithful people pardon and peace; that we
may be cleansed from all our Sins, and serve thee with a quiet mind; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

Lord, open thou our lips;

And our mouth shall show forth thy praise.

O God, make speed to save us;

O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen

Praise ye the Lord;

The Lord’s name be praised.

1st Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they
have watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and
bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return
to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which | purpose, and succeed in the thing for
which | sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains
and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their
hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come
up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LoRD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that
shall not be cut off.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
Thanks be to God!

Psalm 65:1-15

1 PRAISE is due to thee, O God, in Sion; /
and unto thee shall the vow be performed in Jerusalem.
2 Thou that hearest the prayer, / unto thee
shall all flesh come.
3 My misdeeds prevail against me: / O be thou
merciful unto our sins.
4 Blessed is the man whom thou choosest and



receivest, / that he may dwell in thy courts.

5 We shall be satisfied with the pleasures of thy
house, / even of thy holy temple.

6 THOU shalt show us wonderful things in thy
righteousness, O God of our salvation, / thou
that art the hope of all the ends of the earth, and
of them that remain in the broad sea;

7 Who in his strength setteth fast the mountains,
/ and is girded about with power;

8 Who stilleth the raging of the seas, / the
roaring of their waves, and the tumult of the peoples.

9 They also that dwell in the uttermost parts
of the earth are afraid at thy tokens, / thou that
makest the outgoings of the morning and evening
to praise thee.

10 THOU visitest the earth and waterest it: / thou
makest it very plenteous.

11 The river of God is full of water: / thou preparest
their grain, for so thou providest for the earth.

12 Thou waterest her furrows, smoothing the
ridges thereof : / thou makest it soft with the
drops of rain, and blessest the increase of it.

13 Thou crownest the year with thy goodness; /
and thy paths drip with fatness.

14 The pastures of the wilderness drip; / and
the little hills rejoice on every side.

15 The pastures are clothed with flocks: / the
valleys also stand so thick with grain that they
laugh and sing.

2nd Reading: Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law
of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own
Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh,
so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their



minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the
mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in
the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you.
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christis in
you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness.
If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ
from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in
you.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
Thanks be to God!

The Lord be with you.

And with thy spirit.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory be to thee, O Lord.

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the lake. Such great crowds
gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood
on the beach. And he told them many things in parables, saying: ‘Listen! A sower went
out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate
them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they were
scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among
thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears
listen!’

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the
heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is
the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has
no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account
of the word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns,



this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth
choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good soll, this is the
one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise be to thee, O Christ.

Sermon

Please join me in reciting the Apostles’ Creed. BCP p 624

| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,

Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, dead, and buried:
He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from the dead,;
He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of

God the Father Almighty;

From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church;

The Communion of Saints; The Forgiveness of sins;

The Resurrection of the body, And the Life everlasting. Amen

The Lord be with you;

And with thy spirit.

Let us pray.

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name,

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses,

As we forgive them that trespass against us; And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil. Amen



Let us pray.

Divine Sower,

you scatter your seed generously:

may we be rich soil

and receive your gift so freely given,

so that we may revel

in love’s abundant, reckless growth;

through Jesus Christ, the grain of life. Amen.

O Lord God, who hast bidden light to shine out of darkness, and who hast again
wakened us to praise thee for thy goodness and to ask for thy grace: Accept now the
offering of our worship and thanksgiving, and grant unto us all such requests as may be
acceptable to thy holy will. Make us to live as children of the light, and heirs of thy
everlasting kingdom. Remember, O Lord, according to the multitude of thy mercies, thy
whole Church, all who join with us in prayer, and all in our family, wherever they may
be, who stand in need of thine aid. Pour down upon us all the riches of thy grace, so
that, redeemed in soul and body, and steadfast in faith, we may ever praise thy
wonderful and holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 729

please name those who are in need of prayer

Almighty God and heavenly Father, who hast in wisdom seen fit to withhold from us at
this time thine accustomed bounty; We most humbly praise thee for still bestowing upon
us far more than we deserve. Make us truly thankful for our many blessings; increase in
us more and more a lively faith and love, and a humble submission to thy blessed will;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 619

O Heavenly Father, in whom we live and move and have our being: We humbly pray
thee so to guide and govern us by thy Holy Spirit, that in all the cares and occupations
of our daily life we may never forget thee, but remember that we are ever walking in thy
sight; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 731

please remember to mail in your offering to the church or
consider using the Pre-Authorized Debit system



Let us pray.

Most merciful Father, we beseech thee to send down thy heavenly blessing upon
thy Church in this Parish, that all its members may dwell together in unity and
love. Keep far from us all self-will and discord. Endue thy Ministers with
righteousness, and enable them faithfully to dispense thy holy Word and
Sacraments, to bring again the outcasts, and to seek the lost. Grant that we may
so receive their ministrations, and use thy means of grace, that in all our words
and deeds we may seek thy glory and the advancement of thy kingdom; through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen BCP p 736

O God, Most High and Holy Three in One, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit: We offer to thee
this day Ourselves, our souls and bodies, To be a reasonable, holy, and living sacrifice
unto thee; To whom be all praise and glory. Amen BCP p 729

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the
Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen

Readings for next Sunday — July 19, 2020

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost
Wisdom of Solomon 12:13, 16-19; Psalm 86:11-17;
Romans 8:12:-25; Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43.




