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BAS Service of the Word for Kingdomtide 
 

 Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee   CP 425 

  

Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 

hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 

Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away; 

giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day. 

 

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect they rays; 

stars and angels sing around thee, centre of unbroken praise. 

Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 

chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee. 

 

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 

well spring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 

Thou our Father and our Mother, all who live in love are thine; 

teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 
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The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 

 

We give thanks to you, Lord God, that we are gathered together  

on the traditional territory of the Sto:lo, the people of the river.  

Guide us with your spirit of reconciliation  

as we work to build relationships and tear down stereotypes. 

 

Let us pray. God of unchangeable power,  

when you fashioned the world the morning stars sang together  

and the host of heaven shouted for joy;  

open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us to see all things for good, 

to the honor of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

  

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor,  

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.  

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation.  

God our Creator, we are sorry for the times  

when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully. 

Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 

Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry. 

Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We are thoughtless, and take for granted for the world you have made. 

Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us. 

We store up goods for only ourselves, as if there were no God and no heaven. 

Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.  

 

Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 

that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;  

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,  

and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

May the Peace of God be with you. And also with you. 
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You, Lord, Are Both Lamb and Shepherd   CP 630 

 

You, Lord, are both lamb and shepherd.  You, Lord, are both prince and slave.   

You, peacemaker and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave. 

You, the everlasting instant; you, whom we both scorn and crave. 

 

Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross, 

shining in eternal glory, beggared by a soldier’s toss, 

you, the everlasting instant; you, who are both gift and cost. 

 

You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side. 

You, who preach away that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide. 

You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim guide. 

 

Worthy is our earthly Jesus!  Worthy is our cosmic Christ! 

Worthy your defeat and victory. Worthy still your peace and strife. 

You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our death and life. 

 

Let us pray. Destitute king, one with the hungry, the naked, and the scorned:  

may our faith be proved not in dogma and piety but in serving you  

in the last and the least; through Jesus Christ, the stranger’s Lord.  Amen. 

 
1st Reading:  Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 

For thus says the Lord God: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. 
As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will 
seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which they have been 
scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring them out from the peoples 
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and I will 
feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts 
of the land. I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall 
be their pasture; there they shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on 
rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 
will make them lie down, says the Lord God. I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the 
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat and the 
strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.  Therefore, thus says the Lord God to 
them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. Because you 
pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until 
you scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be 
ravaged; and I will judge between sheep and sheep.  I will set up over them one 
shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: he shall feed them and be their 
shepherd. And I, the Lord, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince 
among them; I, the Lord, have spoken. 

Listen for God’s word. Our hearts are open. 
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Psalm 100 

 

 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; 

serve the Lord with gladness and  
come into the divine presence with a song.  R 

 
Know this: the Lord, the Lord, is God;  
the One made us and to whom we belong; 

we are God’s people, the sheep of God’s pasture.  R 
 

Enter the gates of the Lord with thanksgiving; go into these courts with praise;  
give thanks to God and call upon the name of the Lord.  R 
 

For the Lord is good, whose steadfast love is everlasting;  
and whose faithfulness endures from age to age.  RR 
 

2nd Reading:  Ephesians 1:15-23 
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for 
this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I 
pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of 
wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart 
enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has called you, what are the 
riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and what is the immeasurable 
greatness of his power for us who believe, according to the working of his great power. 
God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated him 
at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age 
to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all 
things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 

Listen for God’s word. Our hearts are open. 
 

May God be with you. And also with you. 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Gospel:  Matthew 25:31-46 

‘When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he 

will sit on the throne of his glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will 

separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 

and he will put the sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. Then the king will 

say to those at his right hand, “Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I was hungry and you 

gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and 

you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care 

of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 

when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and gave you 

something to drink? And when was it that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you, or 

naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we saw you sick or in prison and 

visited you?” And the king will answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of 

the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me.” Then he will say to 

those at his left hand, “You that are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels; for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 

thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, 

naked and you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.” 

Then they also will answer, “Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a 

stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?” Then he will 

answer them, “Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you 

did not do it to me.” And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous 

into eternal life.’ 

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

Let us confess our faith as we say, 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 

He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen 
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In peace we pray to you, Lord God. 

Creator God, teach us to see you in the beauty of the universe, 

for all things speak of you. Awaken our praise and thankfulness 

for everything that you have made. 

Give us the grace to perceive that we are connected to everything that is.  

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God.  

 

God whom we love, we stand before you with open and humble hearts. 

In our imagination, allow us to see and hear and feel 

the beautiful expressions of the earth, that speak to each of us - 

Mountains, rivers, prairie, oceans, Forest, meadows, trees, flowers.  

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God. 

 

God of love, show us our place in this world, 

as kin to all the non-human creatures with whom we share the earth. 

They came forth from your hand; 

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love. 

and not one of them is forgotten in your sight.  

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God. 

 

Saving God, we give thanks for all human beings on the earth, 

Created from dust, yet crowned with glory,Those we know and those who are strangers; 

Those near to us and those far away; All of us beautiful, all of us flawed.  

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God. 

 

God of abundance, we give thanks for the sun, for water, for soil, for air, 

On which our lives depend moment by moment. 

In silence we are aware of our frailty, our complete dependence 

On our beloved Mother Earth who nurtures us and sustains our every breath.  

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God 

 

Creator God, we enjoy the abundant fruits of the earth, 

Yet, we acknowledge that we in the developed world, 

have often wasted the gifts of the earth, taking more than our share, 

leaving our sisters and brothers in other places in poverty and need. 

Renew our minds and transform us into servants of the earth, 

so that her richness and bounty will sustain, not only us, 

but generations to come after us. 

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God. 
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Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 

you know our needs before we ask, and our ignorance in asking. 

Grant our requests as may be best for us. 

This we ask in the name of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen  

 

When I Needed a Neighbour   VU 600 

 
When I needed a neighbour, were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a neighbour, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter were you there? 

 

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there, were you there?  

I was hungry and thirsty, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter were you there? 

 

I was cold, I was naked were you there, were you there? 

I was cold, I was naked were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter were you there? 

 

When I needed a healer, were you there, were you there? 

When I needed a healer, were you there? 

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter were you there? 

 

Wherever you travel I’ll be there, I’ll be there. 

Wherever you Travel I’ll be there.  

And the creed and the colour and the name won’t matter, I’ll be there. 

 

please remember to send your offering to the church 

 

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, 

and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours. 

All things come from you, and of your own do we give you. 

  

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen 
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Glory to God whose power, working in us, 

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 

Glory to God from generation to generation, 

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever.  Amen 

 

May God who created the world give you the grace to be wise stewards of the creation. 

May God who redeemed the world inspire you to go out as labourers into the harvest. 

May God whose breath fills the whole creation help you  

to bear the fruits of love, joy and peace  

and the blessing of God almighty, Source of All Being, Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. Amen.  

 

Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.  

 

I See A New Heaven        VU 713 

 
I see a new heaven. I see a new earth 

as the old one will pass away, 
where the fountain of life flows and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land. 
 

There, there on the banks of a river bright and free, 
yielding her fruit, firm in her root, the Tree of Life will be. 

I see a new heaven. I see a new earth 
as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows and without price goes 
to all people who abide in the land. 

 
There, there where death dies and our lives are born again, 

body and soul, struggling but whole like flowers after the rain. 
I see a new heaven. I see a new earth 

as the old one will pass away, 
where the fountain of life flows and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land. 
 

There, there where the darkness brings visions from above. 
There where the night, bearing new light, reveals the promise of love. 

I see a new heaven. I see a new earth 
as the old one will pass away, 

where the fountain of life flows and without price goes 
to all people who abide in the land. 
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There, there where we work with the love of healing hands. 
Labour we must, true to our trust to build a promised new land. 

 
I see a new heaven. I see a new earth 

as the old one will pass away, 
where the fountain of life flows and without price goes 

to all people who abide in the land. 

 

Readings for next Sunday – November 29, 2020 

Advent 1 

The Book of Isaiah 64:1-9 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians 1:3-9 

Mark 13:24-37 

 


