BAS Service of the Word for Kingdomtide

We Are Called Gather 718

Come! live in the light! Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!
We are called to be light for the kingdom, to live in the freedom of the city of God!
We are called to act with justice. We are called to love tenderly.
We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

Come! Open your heart! Show your mercy to all those in fear!
We are called to be hope for the hopeless,
so all hatred & blindness will be no more!
We are called to act with justice. We are called to love tenderly.
We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.

Sing! Sing a new song! Sing of that great day when all will be one!
God will reign and we'll walk with each other as sisters & brothers united in love!
We are called to act with justice. We are called to love tenderly.
We are called to serve one another, to walk humbly with God.



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

We give thanks to you, Lord God, that we are gathered together
on the traditional territory of the Sto:lo, the people of the river.
Guide us with your spirit of reconciliation

as we work to build relationships and tear down stereotypes.

Let us pray. God of unchangeable power,

when you fashioned the world the morning stars sang together

and the host of heaven shouted for joy;

open our eyes to the wonders of creation and teach us to see all things for good,
to the honor of your glorious name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Let us confess our forgetfulness of the needs of the poor,

and repent of the ways in which we waste the resources of the world.

We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, in the misuse of God’s creation.
God our Creator, we are sorry for the times

when we have used your gifts carelessly, and acted ungratefully.

Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.

We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, but sometimes forget that you have given them to us.
Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.

We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, but ignore the cry of the hungry.
Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.

We are thoughtless, and take for granted for the world you have made.

Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.

We store up goods for only ourselves, as if there were no God and no heaven.
Creator, in your mercy: forgive us and help us.

Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,

that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

You shall go out in joy and be led back in peace;

the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song,
and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.

May the Peace of God be with you. And also with you.



The Church of Christ in Every Age CP 584

The church of Christ in every age, beset by change but Spirit-led,
must claim and test its heritage and keep on rising from the dead.

Across the world, across the street, the victims of injustice cry
for shelter and for bread to eat, and never live until they die.

Then let the servant church arise, a caring church that longs to be
a partner in Christ’s sacrifice, and clothed in Christ’s humanity.

For he alone, whose blood was shed, can cure the fever in our blood,
and teach us how to share our bread and feed the starving multitude.

We have no mission but to serve in full obedience to our Lord:
to care for all, without reserve, and spread his liberating word.

Let us pray. God of the Covenant, even when we fall into sin,

you remember that you have chosen us to be your servant people.

Awaken us to the power and gifts

you have bestowed upon us for the good of creation.

May we be trustworthy in all things, working with purpose to increase your realm;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

1t Reading: Judges 4:1-7
The Israelites again did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, after Ehud died. So the
Lord sold them into the hand of King Jabin of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor; the
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in Harosheth-ha-goiim. Then the
Israelites cried out to the Lord for help; for he had nine hundred chariots of iron, and had
oppressed the Israelites cruelly for twenty years. At that time Deborah, a prophetess,
wife of Lappidoth, was judging Israel. She used to sit under the palm of Deborah
between Ramah and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim; and the Israelites came up to
her for judgement. She sent and summoned Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in
Naphtali, and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, commands you, “Go, take
position at Mount Tabor, bringing ten thousand from the tribe of Naphtali and the tribe of
Zebulun. | will draw out Sisera, the general of Jabin’s army, to meet you by the Wadi
Kishon with his chariots and his troops; and | will give him into your hand.”’

Listen for God’s word. Our hearts are open.



Psalm 123
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To you | lift up my eyes, to you enthroned in the heavens.
As the eyes of servants look to the hand of their masters,
and the eyes of a maid to the hand of her mistress,
so our eyes look to you, O Lord our God,
until you show us your mercy. R

Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy,

for we have had more than enough of contempt,
too much of the scorn of the indolent rich,
and of the derision of the proud. RR

2nd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not need to
have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that the day of the Lord
will come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is peace and security’, then
sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour pains come upon a pregnant
woman, and there will be no escape! But you, beloved, are not in darkness, for that day
to surprise you like a thief; for you are all children of light and children of the day; we are
not of the night or of darkness. So then, let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us
keep awake and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk
get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on the
breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. For God has
destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, who
died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep we may live with him. Therefore
encourage one another and build up each other, as indeed you are doing.

Listen for God’s word. Our hearts are open.

May God be with you. And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.



Gospel: Matthew 25:14-30
‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his
property to them; to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each
according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents
went off at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way,
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who had received
the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’'s money. After a
long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them. Then the
one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five more talents, saying,
“Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, | have made five more talents.” His
master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy
in a few things, | will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”
And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you handed over
to me two talents; see, | have made two more talents.” His master said to him, “Well
done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, | will put
you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.” Then the one who had
received the one talent also came forward, saying, “Master, | knew that you were a
harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you did not scatter
seed; so | was afraid, and | went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what
is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that |
reap where | did not sow, and gather where | did not scatter? Then you ought to have
invested my money with the bankers, and on my return | would have received what was
my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to the one with the ten
talents. For to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance;
but from those who have nothing, even what they have will be taken away. As for this
worthless slave, throw him into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.”

The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

Let us confess our faith as we say,

| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.

He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen



In peace we pray to you, Lord God.

Creator God, teach us to see you in the beauty of the universe,

for all things speak of you. Awaken our praise and thankfulness

for everything that you have made.

Give us the grace to perceive that we are connected to everything that is.
In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God.

God whom we love, we stand before you with open and humble hearts.
In our imagination, allow us to see and hear and feel

the beautiful expressions of the earth, that speak to each of us -
Mountains, rivers, prairie, oceans, Forest, meadows, trees, flowers.

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God.

God of love, show us our place in this world,

as kin to all the non-human creatures with whom we share the earth.
They came forth from your hand;

they are yours, filled with your presence and your tender love.

and not one of them is forgotten in your sight.

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God.

Saving God, we give thanks for all human beings on the earth,

Created from dust, yet crowned with glory, Those we know and those who are strangers;
Those near to us and those far away; All of us beautiful, all of us flawed.

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God.

God of abundance, we give thanks for the sun, for water, for soil, for air,

On which our lives depend moment by moment.

In silence we are aware of our frailty, our complete dependence

On our beloved Mother Earth who nurtures us and sustains our every breath.
In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God

Creator God, we enjoy the abundant fruits of the earth,

Yet, we acknowledge that we in the developed world,

have often wasted the gifts of the earth, taking more than our share,
leaving our sisters and brothers in other places in poverty and need.
Renew our minds and transform us into servants of the earth,

so that her richness and bounty will sustain, not only us,

but generations to come after us.

In gratitude let us pray to the Lord We give you thanks, O God.



Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful people;

you know our needs before we ask, and our ignorance in asking.
Grant our requests as may be best for us.

This we ask in the name of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending CP 601

God whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door -
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise;
thankful song shall rise forever gracious Donor of our days.

Skills and time are ours for pressing toward the goals of Christ, your Son:
all at peace in health and freedom, races joined, the church made one.
Now direct our daily labour, lest we strive for self alone.

Born with talents, make us servants fit to answer at your throne.

Treasure, too, you have entrusted, gain through powers your grace conferred,
ours to use for home and kindred, and to spread the gospel word.
Open wide our hands in sharing, as we heed Christ’s ageless call,
healing, teaching, and reclaiming, serving you by loving all.

please remember to send your offering to the church

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour,
and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as our Saviour taught us,
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen

Glory to God whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen



May God who created the world give you the grace to be wise stewards of the creation.
May God who redeemed the world inspire you to go out as labourers into the harvest.
May God whose breath fills the whole creation help you

to bear the fruits of love, joy and peace

and the blessing of God almighty, Source of All Being, Eternal Word, and Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

Tend the earth, care for God’s good creation, and bring forth the fruits of righteousness.
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. In the name of Christ. Amen.

Go Make A Difference MV 209

Go make a difference. We can make a difference.

Go make a difference in the world. Go make a difference.
We can make a difference. Go make a difference in the world.
We are the salt of the earth,
called to let the people see the love of God for you & me.
We are the light of the world, not to be hidden but be seen.
Go make a difference in the world.

Go make a difference. We can make a difference.

Go make a difference in the world. Go make a difference.
We can make a difference. Go make a difference in the world.
We are the hands of Christ reaching out to those in need,
the face of God for all to see.

We are the spirit of hope; we are the voice of peace.

Go make a difference in the world.

Go make a difference. We can make a difference.

Go make a difference in the world. Go make a difference.
We can make a difference. Go make a difference in the world.
So let your love shine on,

Let it shine for all to see.

Go make a difference in the world.

And the spirit of Christ will be with us as we go.

Go make a difference in the world.

Go make a difference. We can make a difference.
Go make a difference in the world. Go make a difference.
We can make a difference. Go make a difference in the world.



Readings for next Sunday — November 22, 2020
The Reign of Christ
The Book of Judges 4:1-7

Psalm 123
Paul’s First Letter to the Thessalonians 5:1-11
Matthew 25:14-30




