SUNDAY, JULY 26, 2020

BAS Service of the Word

God, Whose Almighty Word CP 560

God, whose almighty Word chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight: hear us, we humbly pray, and where the gospel day
sheds not its glorious ray, let there be light.

Saviour, who came to bring on your redeeming wing
healing and sight, health to the sick in mind, sight to the inly blind:
now for all humankind let there be light!

Spirit of truth and love, life-giving, holy Dove,
speed on your flight! Move on the water’s face bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth’s darkest place let there be light.

Gracious and holy Three, glorious Trinity,
wisdom, love might, boundless as ocean’s tide rolling in fullest pride:
through the world far and wide let there be light!



The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Let us pray.

We thank you, O God,

that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s Day

to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing.

Give us grace to see your hand in the week that is past,

and your purpose in the week to come; through Christ our Lord. Amen

Dear friends in Christ,
as we turn our hearts and minds to worship almighty God,
let us confess our sins.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;

we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,

that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Merciful God, grant to your faithful people pardon and peace,

that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen

May the Peace of God be with you.
And also with you.



Creating God, Your Fingers Trace CP 410 (tune 541)

Creating God, your fingers trace the bold designs of farthest space;
let sun and moon and starts and light and what lies hidden praise your might.

Sustaining God, your hands uphold earth’s mysteries known or yet untold;
let water’s fragile blend with air, enabling life, proclaim your care.

Redeeming God, your arms embrace all now despised for creed or race;
let peace, descending like a dove, make know on earth your healing love.

Indwelling God, you gospel claims one family with a billion names;
let every life be touched by grace until we praise you face to face.

Let us pray.

Scandalous God,

you sow weeds among the crop,

raise bread with impure yeast,

offer treasure without price

and cast a net that catches good and bad:

throw down our idols of purity and possession,

so that you might reveal in us your wide-branching love;
through Jesus Christ, the stumbling block. Amen.

1st Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, ‘Ask what
I should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your
servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart towards you; and you have kept for him this
great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now,
O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David, although
| am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or come in. And your servant is in the
midst of the people whom you have chosen, a great people, so numerous they cannot
be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern
your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who can govern this your great
people?’



It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said to him, ‘Because you have
asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the life of your
enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, | now do
according to your word. Indeed | give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you
has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
Thanks be to God!

Psalm 119:129-136

129 Your decrees are wonderful; *
therefore | obey them with all my heart.
130 When your word goes forth it gives light; *
it gives understanding to the simple.
131 1 open my mouth and pant; *
I long for your commandments.
132 Turn to me in mercy, *
as you always do to those who love your name.
133 Steady my footsteps in your word; *
let no iniquity have dominion over me.
134 Rescue me from those who oppress me, *
and | will keep your commandments.
135 Let your countenance shine upon your servant *
and teach me your statutes.
136 My eyes shed streams of tears, *
because people do not keep your law.

2nd Reading: Romans 8:26-39

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. And God, who
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.

We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called
according to his purpose. For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be
conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn within a large
family. And those whom he predestined he also called; and those whom he called he
also justified; and those whom he justified he also glorified.



What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against us? He
who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he not with him also
give us everything else? Who will bring any charge against God'’s elect? It is God who
justifies. Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who died, yes, who was raised, who is
at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes for us. Who will separate us from the
love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword? As it is written, ‘For your sake we are being Killed all day long; we are
accounted as sheep to be slaughtered.’

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For | am
convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor
things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people.
Thanks be to God!

May God be with you.

And also with you.

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that
someone took and sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has
grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come
and make nests in its branches.’

He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took
and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’

‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid;
then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one
pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish
of every kind; when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into
baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of the age. The angels will come
out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.



‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.’ And he said to them, ‘Therefore
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a
household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.’

The Gospel of Christ.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon

Let us confess our faith as we say,

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated

at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

In peace we pray to you, Lord God.

Silence

For all people in their daily life and work;

For our families, friends, and neighbours,

and for all those who are alone.

For this community, our country, and the world;

For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace.

For the just and proper use of your creation;

For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression.
For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble;

For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and needy.



For the peace and unity of the Church of God;

For all who proclaim the gospel, and all who seek the truth.
For Melissa our bishop, and for all bishops and other ministers;
For all who serve God in the Church.

For our own needs and those of others.
Silence. Please add your own petitions
Hear us, Lord.

For your mercy is great.

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life.
Silence. Please add your own thanksgivings

We will exalt you, O God our king;

And praise your name for ever and ever.

We pray for those who have died in the peace of Christ,

and for those whose faith is known to you alone,

that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom.

Silence. Please add your own petitions

Lord, let your loving kindness be upon them;

Who put their trust in you.

Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful people;

you know our needs before we ask, and our ignorance in asking.
Grant our requests as may be best for us.

This we ask in the name of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen

Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life CP 569

Come, my Way, my Truth, my Life: such away as gives us breath,
such atruth as ends all strife, such a life as killeth death.

Come, my Light, my Feast, my Strength: such a light as shows a feast,
such a feast as mends in length, such a strength as makes his quest.

Come, my Joy, my Love, my Heart: such a joy as none can move,
such alove as none can part, such a heart as joys in love.



please remember to mail in your offering to the church
or consider using the Pre-Authorized Debit system

Yours, Lord, is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour,
and the majesty; for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

Gathering our prayers and praises into one,

let us pray as our Saviour taught us,

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,

now and forever. Amen

Glory to God whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine.

Glory to God from generation to generation,

in the Church and in Christ Jesus, forever and ever. Amen

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the
Holy Spirit. Amen

She Comes Sailing on the Wind CP 656

Refrain: She comes sailing on the wind,
her wings flashing in the sun,
On ajourney just begun, she flies on.
And in the passage of her flight,
her song rings out through the night,
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on.



Silent waters rocking on the morning of our birth,
like an empty cradle waiting to be filled,
And from the heart of God the Spirit moved upon the earth,
Like a mother breathing life into her child.

Many were the dreamers whose eyes were given sight
When the Spirit filled their dreams with life and form.
Deserts turned to gardens, broken hearts found new delight,
And then down the ages still she flew on. Refrain

Refrain: She comes sailing on the wind,
her wings flashing in the sun,
On ajourney just begun, she flies on.
And in the passage of her flight,
her song rings out through the night,
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on.

To a gentle girl in Galilee a gentle breeze she came,

A whisper softly calling in the dark;
The promise of a child of peace whose reign would never end,
Mary sang the Spirit song within her heart.
Flying to the river, she waited circling high above
The child now grown so full of grace.
As he rose up from the water, she swept down from the sky,
And she carried him away in her embrace. Refrain

Refrain: She comes sailing on the wind,
her wings flashing in the sun,
On ajourney just begun, she flies on.
And in the passage of her flight,
her song rings out through the night,
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on.

Long after the deep darkness that fell upon the world,
After dawn returned in flame of rising sun,
The Spirit touched the earth again, again her wings unfurled,
Bringing life in wind and fire as she flew on. Refrain



Refrain: She comes sailing on the wind,
her wings flashing in the sun,
On ajourney just begun, she flies on.
And in the passage of her flight,
her song rings out through the night,
full of laughter, full of light, she flies on.

Readings for next Sunday — Auqust 2, 2020

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Isaiah 55:1-5; Psalm 145:8-9, 14-21;
Romans 9:1-5; Matthew 14:13-21.
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