
A Note from Our Vicar – December 2017 

 

In my dozy “just-checking-Facebook-state-of-mind” this past week, my eye caught something that woke 

me up: 

  

If you ignore the evidence of teenage girls;  

If you tell the refugee to ‘go back to where you came from’;  

if you close your doors to dirty farm workers;  

if you would turn a child over to a tyrant:  

please don’t put a nativity up this year. 

  

Wow! That’s a voice calling from the wilderness challenging our hypocrisy between  

sentimentalizing the past while closing our hearts to the present. With either baroque or cutesy 

figurines, we sanitize the nativity and ignore the very radical call in the incarnation of Jesus.  

  

Advent, the season that wakes us up to the reality of life and the fulfillment of the promises of God, has 

no time for sentiment. No frosty snowmen, no sweet angels, no sugarplums. Instead we hear stories of 

end times, wilderness journeys and a young peasant girl (soon to be a refugee) glorifying the God of 

justice. “He has brought down the mighty from their thrones and lifted up the lowly. He has filled the 

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.”  

  

Comforting or uncomfortable words depending which side with whom you identify. 

  

The Incarnation calls us to put away pretense and grapple with how the world really is and how we 

move towards the kingdom of God. Heavy lifting for our souls. 

  

As usual, the church, is out of synch with the times. This time of fasting for us is a time for partying for 

others. And just as we catch up on the 25th of December, ready for the 12 day feast of Christmas, 

everyone else is taking down the trees and the lights. Compromises must be made. 

  

Please take some space to find quiet time in this busiest of seasons.  Not time to make lists but time to 

reflect, read, relax. To receive God's hope, peace, joy and love. Then, after The Day, for the next 12 days, 

take time to celebrate in big and little ways.  

  

Christmas is a High Feast day for the church. We are meant to celebrate and take pleasure in the day the 

Lord of the Heavens took on human form for our redemption. Celebration for Christians is a widening 

generosity to those who are living courageous lives: truth telling, crossing oceans to safety, working 

difficult jobs, protecting the vulnerable. There is so much to do and be. Thanks be to God! 

  

Rev’d Helen Tervo 

Interim Priest-in-Charge 

  

 


